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“It is essentially a literature of the oppressed who
saw no hope for the nation simply in terms of
politics or on the plane of human history. The battle
they were fighting was on a spiritual level; it was to
be understood not in terms of politics and
economics, but rather in terms of ‘spiritual powers
in high places.” And so they were compelled to look
beyond history to the dramatic and miraculous
intervention of God who would see to right the
injustices done to his people Israel.”

- D.S. Russell, as quoted by Ferrell Jenkins,

Old Testament in the Book of Revelation, Page 35
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“The historical situation of the day was always relevant in
apocalyptic literature. What if the enemy confiscated the
manuscript on which was written a message he easily
understood as declaring his defeat? For example, what would a
Roman soldier do who found a Christian in possession of a
message from John saying that the emperor was a false god
and that Rome would fall? The Christian would be certain to be
accused as a traitor, and the scroll would be confiscated. On the
other hand, if he read that ‘Babylon is fallen,” he would be more
likely to label the document, ‘a fool's message in the hand of a
fool.” Everyone knew that Babylon had fallen over six hundred
years earlier.” Robert Harkrider
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